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"It is a privilege to be allowed to write a word of intro-
duction to a textbook which so richly fulfils its function as
does this volume on the manifold disorders classified under
neurosyphilis, a subject of which the importance for the
welfare of society is found to loom the larger the more
deeply its mysteries are probed. The case histories with
which its pages are so amply stocked are carefully analyzed
in accordance with a broadly chosen plan, and the generaliza-
tions that precede and follow them are obviously based on a
wide and varied personal experience such as alone could
render a familiarity with the literature of the subjects
treated adequate to its best usefulness." This quotation,
from Dr. Putnam's admirable introduction, will be fully
endorsed by those who read this book, the excellence of
which has been equaled only by Nonne's "Syphilis of the
Nervous System," to which the authors gracefully acknowl-
edge an obligation which, as they say, is shared by all workers
in this field. The general practitioner will find the present
work more useful on account of its crisp style, concise sum¬
maries and comments, and eminently practical choice of sub¬
jects and selection of cases. Every phase is brought abso¬
lutely up to date, including an interesting discussion of the
problems of neurosyphilis in" relation to the war. There are
seven sections, namely: (1) the nature and forms of syphilis
of the nervous system ; (2) the systematic diagnosis of the
forms of neurosyphilis; (3) puzzles and errors in the diag¬
nosis of neurosyphilis ; (4) neurosyphilis, medicolegal and
social; (5) the treatment of neurosyphilis ; (6) neurosyphilis
and the war; (7) summary and key.
Recollections of a New York Surgeon. By Arpad G. Gerster,

M.D. Cloth. Price, $3.50. Pp. 347, with illustrations. New York:
Paul B. Hoeber, 1917.

Fewmen could write so interesting and informing a
book as this, based on their own observations and expe¬
riences, because few men have had as many interesting
observations and experiences. The author's early and forma-
tive years were spent in his native land, and the later in
active professional life in the metropolis of the land of his
adoption. In both countries, Dr. Gerster came in contact with
men of note\p=m-\ineducation, in art, in music and in medicine.
And this book proves him to be not only an acute observer
of men and things, but also endowed with a retentive memory.
In the first part, he tells of life in Hungary\p=m-\asa boy, as a
student and as a young medical man. In describing his expe-
riences he gives interesting glimpses of Hungarian life in a

small town; of school life from the primary on to and includ-
ing medical school days in Vienna. As the author was\p=m-\and
continues to be—a lover of outdoor life, and as he was often
going on rambles for days or weeks at a time (sometimes, we
gather, without the formal permission of his parents), we

get an insight also of Hungarian rural life and of internal
conditions, domestic, social and political, including charming
descriptions of the country. One cannot but wish that the
author had extended this part of the book. After graduating
in medicine in Vienna, Dr. Gerster spent the required year
as a medical officer in the Austro-Hungarian army, and his
account of this year is interesting and enlightening. After
this, he spent a short time in the city hospital of his home
town, Casa, after which, in March, 1874, he came to this
country.
The first part is autobiographical ; the more recent part is in

the form of comments on men and affairs in New York rather
than the details of the life of the writer. Bringing with him

letters of introduction from such men as Mundé, Mittles-
hoeffer, editor of the Wiener medizinische Wochenschrift,
and Billroth, Dr. Gerster was not long in getting into pro¬
fessional life and work. The first three years he lived in
Brooklyn, and then moved into New York City, where he has
since resided. Naturally, affairs connected with the German
and Mount Sinai hospitals and the Polyclinic, institutions
with which the author was connected, receive the most atten¬
tion. Naturally, also, the men connected with these institu¬
tions are the ones who are personally mentioned, since they
were the ones with whom he came in close personal and
professional contact.
The author entered on his professional work in this country

soon after the introduction of antiseptic surgery and, as he
states, was one of the first in New York to put into practice
the new principle of wound treatment. It was the beginning
of a new era in surgery. In his comments on his surgical
work, and in his discussion of hospital management and med¬
ical schools, we are forcibly reminded of the wonderful
changes that have taken place during the short span of a
man's professional life. To a certain extent this part may
be regarded as a history of surgery and of the developments
of hospital conditions in New York City during the last half
century. To New York medical men and to those who have
been in close touch with medical matters in that city during
the last forty years, this part will be particularly interesting.
Dr. Gerster's "Recollections" is both delightfully readable

and instructive; in his comments on men and affairs, espe¬
cially in those in Part 3, which is devoted to diversions—
hobbies, sports and reading—the author is revealed as a man

who has a broad view of things and whose life has by no
means been a narrow one. The original etchings, of which
there are many, also prove that the author is an artist of no
mean talent.

Service Rhymes. By Burt Franklin Jenness. Cloth. Price, $1. Pp.103. El Paso: The Author, 1917.

The life of the naval surgeon is such as to bring him into
contact with many phases of life, humorous, pathetic and
virile. In "Service Rhymes," Dr. Jenness presents in excel-
lent verse tales of camp and sea. Dr. Jenness shows an
intimate understanding of the heart of the rookie either in
the barracks or in the "fo'c's'le." Here is a sample:

When a fellow's up against it,
And he hasn't got a cent,

And his shabby clothes belie him
For a high toned gent;
Then his friends will, ordinary,Hand him out the stony stare;
For the hard-luck down-and-outer
Isn't wanted, anywhere.

But I've been thinkin' of the difference
In the way they treat a guy

When he's all got up in khaki,
And he's ready for to die.

When the bugles start to blowin'
Then life don't seem quite so raw;

For a hobo is a hero,
When he's leavin' for the war.

Medical Diagnosis for the Student and Practitioner. By Charles
Lyman Greene, M.D.; Attending Physician, St. Luke's Hospital, St.Paul. Cloth. Price, $10 net. Pp. 1302, with 562 illustrations. Phila-
delphia: P. Blakiston's Son & Co., 1917.
This fourth is a thoroughly revised edition, and is an

expansive volume. The illustrations, many of which are
in colors, cover the whole field of medical diagnosis. The
work includes both physical diagnostic methods and labora-
tory procedures. Considerable space is given to practical
advice on case taking, relative values of various observations,
and other points culled by the author from his experience of
many years as practicing physician, consultant and teacher.
By the use of different styles of type, the author is enabled
to lay varying degrees of emphasis on certain points, which
is a distinct advantage to the student who must select from
the vast mass of material those facts that he desires to
memorize. An elaborate and efficient index completes what
may be characterized a most practical book.
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